NEWS RELEASE
August 10, 2007

PAYING FOR LONG-TERM CARE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Downtown Library Multi-Purpose Room                    
       1:30 - 3:00 pm 

In collaboration with Blueprint for Aging and Senior Advocates of Washtenaw, the Ann Arbor District Library invites you to attend an informational presentation on payment options for the long-term care many will need. This informative session will be held in the Downtown Library Multi-Purpose Room on Monday, September 24 from 1:30 to 3:00 pm.

Speakers include Justine Bykowski of the Housing Bureau for Seniors and local attorney Josh Ard. 

Medicare, the government’s largest health insurance program, does not offer long-term care assistance.  Medicaid does provide for this, but for only those individuals over age 65 with very low incomes. 

Bykowski and Ard will explain existing long-term care options and clarify popular misconceptions about financial support that may be available. 

They will address the entire range of payment options available, including public and private payment options for in-home services, assisted living and nursing home care.  

They will also discuss Money Follows the Person, an innovative plan that would allow Medicaid funds to be used for in-home and assisted living services as well as nursing home care, thus allowing more seniors to stay in their homes.  

Justine Bykowski, of the University of Michigan Health System’s Housing Bureau for Seniors, works to educate community members about long term care options. She has been in the gerontology field for over 20 years and was the 2006 recipient of the Anthony V. DeVito II Memorial Award for outstanding service and excellence in geriatrics education. 

Josh Ard is an attorney in private practice in Washtenaw County and other nearby counties.  He served as Special Advisor to the Governor’s Task Force on Elder Abuse and concentrates largely on elder law, consumer law, and probate matters, including life planning and estate planning. 

Who pays for long-term care services is an important concern for older adults and their families.  It can also be a very confusing issue, with different answers based on income, type of insurance and other factors.  Come to this informative event - and learn the facts for yourself!

The Senior Advocates of Washtenaw (SAW) is a nonpartisan group led by older adults. SAW works to organize and educate seniors, giving them the tools they need to make informed decisions and to advocate on public policy issues that impact their lives.  

SAW is sponsored by the Blueprint for Aging, a diverse coalition of community members and representatives from over 40 public, private, and nonprofit organizations working to enhance quality of life for all of Washtenaw County’s older residents through innovative programs and initiatives.  The Blueprint for Aging is supported by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation through its Community Partnerships for Older Adults national initiative (CPFOA).  CPFOA seeks to foster community partnerships that improve long-term care and supportive services systems to meet the current and future needs of older adults.

The Downtown Library is located at 343 S. Fifth Avenue in Ann Arbor.  For more information, contact the Library at 327-4560.
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